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Social Action

• Since its inception in 1913, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. has been 

committed to serving as a catalyst for positive policy changes and social 

action advancements at all levels of government and in international 

bodies. 

• Nearly six weeks after its founding, several Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 

Founders marched in the historic Suffragist March. 

• Today, low voter turnout statistics (especially among African-Americans) 

highlight the need to continue to identify ways to ensure that all citizens

have an opportunity to exercise their voting power.

• Delta’s National Social Action Commission continues to be involved in 

legislative issues which impact the African-American community:

– Delta Days at the Nations Capital

– Delta Days at the United Nations



“We marched that day in order that women might 
come into their own, because we believed that 
women not only needed an education, but they 
needed a broader horizon in which they may use that 
education. And the right to vote would give them that 
privilege.” Florence Letcher Toms

Although the young 
Founders were criticized for 
their participation in the 
suffrage march, none 
regretted her participation. 



Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) 

at the United Nations

• After completing an extensive application and 

review process which began in the late 1990’s 

during the tenure of Past National President 

Marcia L. Fudge, in March 2003, Delta Sigma Theta 

Sorority, Inc. became a Non-Governmental 

Organization (NGO) at the United Nations. 

• Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. is the first and one 

of only three African-American organizations with 

the NGO special consultative status with the 

United Nations.



Marcia Fudge (Democratic 
Party) is a member of the U.S. 
House, representing Ohio's 11th 
Congressional District. She 
assumed office on January 6, 
2009. Her current term ends on 
January 3, 2021.
Fudge (Democratic Party) is 
running for re-election to the 
U.S. House to represent Ohio's 
11th Congressional District. She 
is on the ballot in the general 
election on November 3, 2020. 
She advanced from the 
Democratic primary on April 28, 
2020. 

https://ballotpedia.org/Democratic_Party
https://ballotpedia.org/Ohio%27s_11th_Congressional_District
https://ballotpedia.org/Ohio%27s_11th_Congressional_District
https://ballotpedia.org/Democratic_Party
https://ballotpedia.org/Ohio%27s_11th_Congressional_District
https://ballotpedia.org/Ohio%27s_11th_Congressional_District_election,_2020
https://ballotpedia.org/Ohio%27s_11th_Congressional_District_election,_2020


Economic Social Council of the UN

• Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. was granted Special 
Consultative Status as a NGO to Economic and Social Council 
of the UN as a result of its volunteer services and 
humanitarian efforts performed to address issues throughout 
the world.



Deltas for Voter Turnout



Delta Days

Delta’s National Social Action 
Commission continues to be involved in 
legislative issues which impact the 
African-American community:

– Delta Days at the Nations Capital
– Delta Days at the United Nations



In 1989, the National Social Action Commission instituted Delta 
Days in the Nation's Capital, an annual legislative conference to 
increase members' involvement in the national public policy-
making process. The annual conference includes legislative 
briefings, issue forums, and advocacy skills development. Featured 
speakers include key policy makers, members of the United States 
Congress, Congressional staff members, and national issues 
experts.

Delta Days activities include briefings on legislative issues which 
impact the African-American community; skill development 
sessions such as “How to Lobby Effectively,” “Understanding the 
Role of Congressional Staffers,” How to Monitor and Track 
Legislation;” and legislative visits to members of Congress. The 
participants, who come from all geographical areas of the country, 
also have opportunities to observe the legislators in session, 
participate in Senate Press Tours and White House 
briefings. Events are also held on the Regional, State and Local 
levels, including member participation in Congressional Black 
Caucus Foundation’s Town Hall Meetings, Delta Days at the State 
Capitol, Delta Days at City Hall, and Delta Days at School Boards.













Delta Days in
Sacramento, CA
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Delta Political Figures:



Loretta Lynch as Attorney General



Loretta Lynch and President Paulette Walker



GET OUT AND VOTE!
Today, low voter turnout statistics highlight the need 
to continue to identify ways to include opportunities 
for all citizens to exercise their voting power. Each of 
Delta’s programmatic initiatives has an advocacy 
component that is implemented under the auspices 
of social action when it is appropriate or necessary to 
do so. GET OUT AND VOTE! 
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